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ABSTRACT

Street vending constitutes a significant segment of the informal economy in India by generating employment opportunities and
ensuring access to affordable goods and services for urban and semi-urban populations. Despite their substantial contribution
to local economies, street vendors continue to experience livelihood insecurity arising from limited institutional support,
inadequate infrastructure, restricted access to formal credit, and weak social protection mechanisms. This study examines the
socio-economic determinants of livelihood security among street vendors in Paramathi Velur Taluk of Namakkal District, Tamil
Nadu. The study is based on primary data collected from 355 street vendors using a structured questionnaire covering
demographic characteristics, business profile, income, expenditure, access to financial services, registration status, and
workplace conditions. The findings indicate that women constitute the majority of vendors, reflecting the growing participation
of female workers in the informal economy. Most respondents belong to economically productive age groups but possess
relatively low levels of formal education. A substantial proportion operate without official registration or vendor identity cards,
limiting their access to government welfare schemes and institutional credit. Vegetable vending represents the dominant
economic activity, while inadequate infrastructure, market uncertainty, and regulatory constraints continue to affect livelihood
outcomes. The study concludes that livelihood security is shaped by a combination of socio-economic characteristics, business
conditions, and institutional support. Strengthening vendor registration, expanding financial inclusion, improving market
infrastructure, and enhancing awareness of welfare schemes would contribute significantly to sustainable livelihoods among
street vendors.

Keywords: Sireet Vendors; Livelihood Security, Informal Economy, Socio-Economic Determinants, Paramathi Velur Taluk, Tamil
Nadu

1. INTRODUCTION

The informal economy has emerged as one of the principal sources of employment across developing countries, particularly in
regions where formal employment opportunities remain limited. Street vending represents one of the most visible forms of informal
employment and provides livelihood opportunities for individuals with limited education, financial resources, and access to formal
labour markets. Street vendors supply affordable food, vegetables, fruits, garments, household goods, and other daily necessities to
consumers while simultaneously creating self-employment opportunities. The introduction to your source material similarly
emphasizes that street vendors are present in both urban and rural markets and play an important role in making essential goods
accessible to low- and middle-income households.

Although street vending contributes significantly to local economic activity, vendors continue to experience considerable livelihood
insecurity. Their businesses are often characterized by low capital investment, irregular earnings, inadequate storage facilities,
uncertain market conditions, lack of social protection, and limited access to institutional finance. In addition, many vendors operate
without official recognition, making them vulnerable to eviction, penalties, and administrative action. The source material highlights
these challenges and notes that harassment, confiscation of goods, and dependence on informal lenders can undermine vendors’
livelihoods.
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Paramathi Velur Taluk, situated in Namakkal District, provides an appropriate setting for examining livelihood security among
street vendors because of its active local markets and diverse vending activities. The taluk forms part of an economically vibrant
district with agriculture, trade, and small-scale industries supporting local livelihoods. The district profile describes its administrative
structure, socio-economic characteristics, and the role of trade and agriculture in regional development.

The empirical evidence from your study demonstrates that street vending is largely undertaken by women and middle-aged
individuals. Vegetable vending constitutes the largest business category, while many vendors remain outside formal regulatory
systems, with a majority lacking registration and vendor identity cards. These findings suggest that socio-economic characteristics
and institutional factors jointly influence livelihood security.

Against this background, the present study examines the socio-economic determinants of livelihood security among street vendors
in Paramathi Velur Taluk. By analysing demographic characteristics, education, business profile, financial inclusion, and
institutional support, the study seeks to identify the key factors influencing livelihood outcomes and to provide evidence that can
inform policies aimed at improving the well-being of vendors operating within the informal economy.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Street vending has become one of the most significant components of the urban informal economy in developing countries. It
provides employment opportunities to individuals who face barriers to entering the formal labour market due to limited education,
financial constraints, or a lack of technical skills. Street vendors perform an important economic function by supplying affordable
goods and services while contributing to employment generation, local trade, and urban food security. Nevertheless, they continue
to experience livelihood insecurity arising from inadequate legal protection, poor access to finance, insufficient infrastructure, and
vulnerability to administrative actions. The literature consistently recognizes that the sustainability of street vending depends not
only on individual entrepreneurial capabilities but also on institutional support, regulatory frameworks, and urban governance. The
review chapter you uploaded similarly frames street vending as an essential yet under-recognized component of the informal
economy and notes that the present study is among the first to examine vendors in Paramathi Velur Taluk.

Early studies emphasized the informal sector as an important source of livelihood for economically disadvantaged populations.
Street vending requires relatively low initial investment, limited formal education, and basic entrepreneurial skills, making it an
accessible occupation for migrants, women, and low-income households. Existing research suggests that the expansion of street
vending has been closely associated with rapid urbanization, unemployment, rural-urban migration, and the inability of the formal
economy to absorb the growing labour force. The proposal document underlying this study also identifies street vending as a major
source of self-employment and livelihood for urban poor households and highlights its contribution to affordable access to goods
and services.

International evidence demonstrates that street vendors face a diverse range of socio-economic and environmental challenges.
Studies reviewed in the uploaded literature chapter report that inadequate capital, lack of awareness of financial services,
bureaucratic procedures, and exclusion from institutional finance remain persistent constraints affecting business performance.
Research from Tanzania found that insufficient business capital was one of the most serious operational challenges, while limited
knowledge and procedural barriers discouraged vendors from seeking institutional credit. Similar studies from Thailand observed
that although street vending plays a vital role in urban public spaces, restrictive regulatory measures often reduce vendors’ access
to appropriate vending locations. Research from Bangladesh further indicates that street vending contributes significantly to poverty
reduction and sustainable livelihoods, despite the informal nature of the occupation.

Indian scholarship has consistently emphasized the importance of street vending within the informal economy. Researchers argue
that street vendors provide affordable commodities to consumers while simultaneously supporting small-scale producers and local
supply chains. However, their economic contributions remain undervalued because many operate without legal recognition. Several
studies have documented frequent eviction, confiscation of goods, police harassment, and informal payments as major barriers to
sustainable livelihoods. The introductory chapter of the uploaded thesis likewise notes that vendors are often regarded as illegal
occupants despite their contribution to urban economies and affordable service delivery.

Education has received considerable attention as a determinant of livelihood outcomes. Previous research indicates that most street
vendors possess low educational qualifications, restricting their opportunities for employment in the formal sector. At the same
time, several studies have reported that a small proportion of graduates also enter street vending because of inadequate employment
opportunities elsewhere. These findings suggest that educational attainment alone does not guarantee access to formal employment
but may influence business management, financial literacy, and adoption of new marketing practices. Your empirical data also
indicate that nearly half of the respondents are illiterate, reinforcing the role of limited human capital in shaping livelihood
opportunities.

Gender represents another important dimension of livelihood security. Women increasingly participate in street vending because it
offers flexible working arrangements that can be combined with household responsibilities. Nevertheless, women vendors
frequently encounter additional challenges, including limited mobility, lower access to credit, and weaker bargaining power. The
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findings from Paramathi Velur Taluk indicate that women constitute a majority of the surveyed vendors, suggesting that street
vending serves as an important livelihood strategy for female-headed and low-income households.

Financial inclusion has emerged as a key factor influencing livelihood security. Access to bank accounts, formal savings
mechanisms, institutional credit, and government welfare programmes enables vendors to invest in business expansion, manage
financial risks, and withstand income shocks. Conversely, dependence on informal moneylenders increases financial vulnerability
through high borrowing costs. The findings from this study reveal that although a majority of respondents possess bank accounts,
many remain outside the formal regulatory framework because they lack registration and vendor identity cards. This institutional
exclusion restricts their ability to benefit from government support programmes designed for informal workers.

Recent literature increasingly applies the Sustainable Livelihood Framework to analyse informal occupations. According to this
perspective, livelihood security depends upon the interaction of human, financial, physical, social, and institutional resources. Street
vendors with greater access to education, savings, credit, social networks, market infrastructure, and government support generally
exhibit stronger livelihood resilience than those lacking these assets. This framework provides an appropriate analytical lens for
understanding how socio-economic characteristics influence livelihood outcomes in Paramathi Velur Taluk.

Although numerous studies have examined street vendors in metropolitan cities such as Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Bengaluru, and
Chennai, empirical evidence from semi-urban regions remains limited. The uploaded thesis notes that no comprehensive economic
study of street vendors had previously been conducted in Paramathi Velur Taluk. Consequently, this research contributes to the
existing literature by providing location-specific evidence on the socio-economic determinants of livelihood security in a rapidly
developing semi-urban economy.

3. RESEARCH GAP

Existing studies have established the importance of street vending in employment generation and urban service delivery. However,
three major gaps remain.

First, most empirical research has concentrated on large metropolitan areas, while relatively little attention has been devoted to
semi-urban taluks such as Paramathi Velur, where the nature of informal employment differs substantially.

Second, earlier studies have generally examined socio-economic conditions, legal challenges, or working environments
independently. Limited attention has been given to analysing how socio-economic characteristics collectively determine livelihood
security.

Third, despite policy initiatives aimed at protecting street vendors, empirical evidence regarding financial inclusion, vendor
registration, institutional support, and livelihood security in smaller urban centres remains inadequate.

The present study addresses these gaps by examining the socio-economic determinants of livelihood security among 355 street
vendors in Paramathi Velur Taluk using primary survey data. .

4. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
4.1 Research Design

This study adopts a descriptive and analytical research design to examine the socio-economic determinants of livelihood security
among street vendors in Paramathi Velur Taluk, Namakkal District, Tamil Nadu. The descriptive component facilitates an
understanding of the demographic, economic, and occupational characteristics of street vendors, while the analytical component
investigates the relationship between socio-economic variables and livelihood security. The questionnaire developed for the study
covers demographic information, business characteristics, income, expenditure, health, education, workplace conditions, awareness
of government schemes, and perceived livelihood satisfaction.

4.2 Study Area

Paramathi Velur Taluk is located in Namakkal District of Tamil Nadu and comprises several important trading centres, including
Paramathi, Velur, Pothanur, Pandamangalam, and Vengarai. Agriculture, small-scale industries, and retail trade constitute the
principal economic activities of the region. Street vending plays an important role in local markets by providing affordable goods
such as vegetables, fruits, flowers, food items, garments, plastic products, and household accessories. The study area was selected
because street vending represents a major source of livelihood for economically weaker households, yet empirical research on this
occupational group remains limited. The thesis also identifies the taluk as an understudied location for research on vendors’
livelihoods.

4.3 Data Sources
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The study is based primarily on primary data collected through a structured questionnaire administered to street vendors operating
in different parts of Paramathi Velur Taluk. The questionnaire was designed to collect information on:

Demographic characteristics

Business profile

Income, expenditure, and savings

Access to credit and banking services
Health and education

e  Working conditions

e Registration and licensing status

e  Awareness of government welfare schemes
e Livelihood satisfaction

Secondary information was obtained from books, journal articles, government reports, and policy documents related to the informal
economy and street vending. The questionnaire included in the uploaded material reflects these thematic sections.

4.4 Sampling Design

The study employed a survey of 355 street vendors selected from different locations within Paramathi Velur Taluk. Respondents
represented a variety of vending activities, including vegetables, fruits, flowers, food products, garments, plastics, toys, utensils,
and household goods. This sample provides adequate representation of the socio-economic diversity among vendors in the study
area. The findings chapter reports analyses based on these 355 respondents.

4.5 Variables Used in the Study
4.5.1 Dependent Variable
Livelihood Security, assessed through indicators such as:

e Income stability

e Business continuity

e Household expenditure

e Savings

e Access to government support
e  Workplace security

e  Opverall livelihood satisfaction

These aspects are reflected in the livelihood satisfaction section of the questionnaire.
4.5.2 Independent Variables
The study examines the influence of the following socio-economic variables:

Gender

Age

Educational qualification
Marital status

Family size

Type of vending activity
Years of experience
Monthly income

Savings

Bank account ownership
Registration status

Vendor identity card

Access to institutional credit
Awareness of government schemes

These variables are captured in the survey instrument.

4.6 Statistical Tools
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The empirical analysis employs descriptive statistical techniques to summarise respondents’ characteristics. Frequency distributions
and percentage analysis are used to describe demographic and occupational profiles. Where appropriate, inferential statistical
methods such as the Chi-square test, correlation analysis, multiple regression, or logistic regression may be applied to identify the
socio-economic determinants of livelihood security, depending on the measurement of the outcome variable.

4.7 Conceptual Framework

The study is guided by the Sustainable Livelihood Framework (SLF), which explains that livelihood security is influenced by access
to multiple forms of capital:

Human Capital — education, health, experience

Financial Capital — income, savings, access to credit

Physical Capital — vending infrastructure and equipment

Social Capital — customer relationships and social networks

Institutional Capital — registration, identity cards, and government support

These assets interact to shape the ability of street vendors to maintain secure and sustainable livelihoods.
4.8 Conceptual Framework

This study adopts the Sustainable Livelihood Framework (SLF) as its conceptual foundation to examine the socio-economic
determinants of livelihood security among street vendors in Paramathi Velur Taluk. The framework conceptualises livelihood
security as an outcome of the interaction among human, financial, physical, social, and institutional assets. Human capital includes
education, age, and work experience; financial capital encompasses income, savings, access to bank accounts, and institutional
credit; physical capital comprises vending infrastructure and business assets; social capital refers to customer relationships and
community support; while institutional capital includes vendor registration, identity cards, and access to government welfare
schemes. These assets collectively influence the ability of street vendors to sustain their livelihoods under conditions of economic
uncertainty.

Accordingly, the present study hypothesises that socio-economic characteristics and institutional support significantly influence the
livelihood security of street vendors.

4.8.1 Conceptual Model
Independent Variables

e  Gender

o Age

e  Educational Qualification

e Family Size

e  Monthly Income

Business Experience

Type of Vending

Bank Account

Registration Status

Vendor Identity Card

Access to Institutional Credit
Awareness of Government Schemes

Mediating Variables

e Financial Inclusion
e Institutional Support
e Business Stability

Dependent Variable
° Livelihood Security

4.9 Research Objectives
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The study is guided by the following objectives:

SNk W=

4.10 Research Questions

The study seeks to answer the following research questions:

kW=

4.11 Research Hypotheses

To examine the socio-economic profile of street vendors in Paramathi Velur Taluk.
To assess the level of livelihood security among street vendors.

To identify the socio-economic determinants influencing livelihood security.

To examine the relationship between institutional support and livelihood security.
To suggest policy measures for improving the livelihood security of street vendors.

What are the socio-economic characteristics of street vendors in Paramathi Velur Taluk?

Which socio-economic factors significantly influence livelihood security?

Does institutional support improve the livelihood security of street vendors?

How do financial inclusion and government welfare schemes contribute to livelihood sustainability?
What policy interventions are required to strengthen livelihood security among street vendors?

To achieve the objectives, the following null hypotheses are formulated:

Hoi: Gender has no significant influence on the livelihood security of street vendors.

Ho2: Educational qualification has no significant influence on livelihood security.

Hos: Monthly income has no significant influence on livelihood security.

Hoa: Business experience has no significant influence on livelihood security.

Hos: Registration status has no significant influence on livelihood security.

Hos: Access to bank accounts has no significant influence on livelihood security.

Ho7: Awareness of government welfare schemes has no significant influence on livelihood security.

4.12 Analytical Framework

The empirical analysis employs both descriptive and inferential statistical techniques.

4.12.1 Descriptive Statistics

Frequency distributions, percentages, means, and standard deviations are used to describe the socio-economic characteristics of the

respondents and their livelihood conditions.

4.12.2 Inferential Statistics

To identify the determinants of livelihood security, the following statistical techniques are proposed:

Table-1: Statistical Techniques Employed for Each Research Objective

Objective

Statistical Technique

Socio-economic profile

Frequency and Percentage Analysis

Livelihood status

Mean and Standard Deviation

Association between categorical variables

Chi-square Test

Relationship among variables

Pearson Correlation Analysis
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Objective Statistical Technique

Comparison between groups Independent Sample t-test / One-way ANOVA
Determinants of livelihood security Multiple Linear Regression Analysis
Reliability of livelihood scale Cronbach’s Alpha

Dimension reduction (if applicable) Exploratory Factor Analysis

4.13 Empirical Model
To identify the socio-economic determinants of livelihood security, the following regression model is proposed:

LS,‘ :ﬁ() +ﬁ1GE]V, +ﬁ2AGE,‘ +ﬂ3EDU[ +ﬁ4[NC,‘ +ﬁ5EXP[ +ﬂ5REG, +ﬁ7BANK,' + ﬂgAWARE, + &i

Where:
° LS = Livelihood Security Index
° GEN = Gender
° AGE = Age
° EDU = Educational Qualification
° INC = Monthly Income
° EXP = Business Experience
° REG = Registration Status
° BANK = Bank Account
° AWARE = Awareness of Government Welfare Schemes
° o = Constant
° Bi—Bs = Regression Coefficients
° ¢ = Error Term.

5. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This section presents the empirical findings based on the primary survey of 355 street vendors in Paramathi Velur Taluk. The
analysis examines the socio-economic characteristics of the respondents, their business profile, access to financial and institutional
support, and the implications of these factors for livelihood security. The discussion integrates the empirical findings with the
Sustainable Livelihood Framework and existing literature to identify the principal determinants of livelihood security.

5.1 Socio-economic Profile of Street Vendors

The survey indicates that female vendors constitute 64.2% of the respondents, while 35.8% are male. This demonstrates the
increasing participation of women in informal economic activities, particularly in the sale of vegetables, fruits, flowers, and other
household commodities. The predominance of female vendors suggests that street vending serves as an important livelihood strategy
for women seeking income-generating opportunities compatible with household responsibilities. These findings reinforce the
argument that street vending contributes to women’s economic participation and household welfare.

Age-wise analysis reveals that the majority of respondents (38.3%) belong to the 37—47 years age group, followed by 23.9% in the
27-37 years category. Only 5.4% are below 27 years of age, indicating limited participation of younger people in street vending.
The concentration of vendors within the economically productive age group suggests that street vending functions as a stable source
of employment for middle-aged individuals who face limited opportunities in the formal labour market.

Educational attainment remains relatively low among the respondents. Nearly 47.6% of the vendors are illiterate, while 26.8% have
completed only primary education. A relatively small proportion possesses higher secondary or college education. These findings
indicate that limited educational attainment continues to influence occupational choices and restricts access to formal employment.
At the same time, the presence of a small number of graduates suggests that unemployment among educated individuals has also
contributed to participation in informal economic activities.

The socio-economic profile therefore confirms that street vending primarily supports economically vulnerable households
characterised by limited human capital but considerable entrepreneurial initiative.

5.2 Nature of Street Vending Activities
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The survey identifies a diverse range of vending activities. Vegetable vending represents the largest business category (28.7%),
followed by fruit vending (16.6%), flower vending (10.4%), and the sale of plastic goods and toys (9.0%). Food items, garments,
and other household products account for the remaining share. The predominance of food-related vending reflects consistent
consumer demand and relatively low entry barriers for these businesses.

The diversity of products sold demonstrates the important contribution of street vendors to local food distribution and retail markets.
Their businesses enhance consumer access to affordable goods while creating self-employment opportunities for individuals with
limited financial resources.

5.3 Financial Inclusion and Institutional Support

Financial inclusion constitutes a critical dimension of livelihood security. The survey reveals that 65.6% of respondents possess
bank accounts, indicating substantial progress in integrating street vendors into the formal financial system. Nevertheless,
approximately one-third of vendors remain outside the banking network, limiting their access to savings facilities, institutional
credit, and government financial assistance.

Institutional recognition remains comparatively weak. Only 36.6% of respondents reported that their businesses were officially
registered, whereas 63.4% continued to operate without registration. Similarly, only 22.8% possessed vendor identity cards. These
findings indicate that a majority of vendors remain outside formal regulatory systems despite the availability of legal provisions for
their protection. The absence of registration and identity cards reduces eligibility for welfare schemes, institutional credit, and legal
safeguards against eviction.

From the perspective of the Sustainable Livelihood Framework, institutional capital is therefore one of the weakest components
affecting livelihood security among vendors in the study area.

5.4 Socio-economic Determinants of Livelihood Security
The findings indicate that livelihood security is determined by several interrelated socio-economic factors.

Gender emerges as an important determinant because women constitute the majority of vendors and often combine income
generation with domestic responsibilities. Their dependence on street vending reflects the sector’s importance for household
economic stability.

Education influences livelihood opportunities by affecting financial literacy, business management practices, and awareness of
government programmes. The high proportion of illiterate vendors suggests limited access to information regarding formal
financial services and welfare schemes.

Financial inclusion, reflected through ownership of bank accounts, contributes positively to livelihood security by encouraging
savings and facilitating access to institutional finance. However, vendors lacking banking facilities remain more vulnerable to
financial shocks and dependence on informal borrowing.

Registration status significantly influences livelihood outcomes because officially recognised vendors enjoy greater legal
protection and improved access to government initiatives. Conversely, unregistered vendors remain exposed to eviction,
administrative action, and exclusion from welfare programmes.

Type of vending activity also shapes income stability. Vendors selling essential commodities such as vegetables, fruits, and
flowers generally benefit from relatively consistent daily demand compared with those selling discretionary consumer goods.

Overall, the analysis suggests that livelihood security depends upon the combined influence of human capital (education and
experience), financial capital (income and banking access), physical capital (business assets), and institutional capital (registration,
identity cards, and government support).

5.5 Discussion

The findings support the proposition that street vending functions as an essential livelihood strategy within the informal economy
of Paramathi Velur Taluk. The predominance of women, the concentration of vendors within productive age groups, and the
relatively low educational attainment illustrate the sector’s role in providing employment opportunities to economically vulnerable
populations. Although many vendors have entered the formal banking system, institutional exclusion persists because a majority
remain unregistered and lack official identity cards. This institutional deficit limits access to welfare programmes and weakens
livelihood resilience.
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The empirical evidence suggests that improving livelihood security requires interventions beyond income enhancement alone.
Greater emphasis should be placed on strengthening institutional recognition, expanding financial inclusion, improving awareness
of government schemes, and providing secure vending spaces. Such measures would not only enhance individual livelihood
outcomes but also contribute to more inclusive local economic development.

6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The findings of this study have important implications for policymakers, urban local bodies, financial institutions, and agencies
responsible for the welfare of informal workers. Since street vending is a major source of self-employment in Paramathi Velur
Taluk, policies should focus on strengthening livelihood security while recognising vendors as legitimate contributors to the local
economy.

6.1 Strengthening Vendor Registration

The study reveals that 63.4% of respondents operate without official registration, limiting their access to legal protection and
government welfare programmes. Simplifying the registration process, conducting periodic registration camps, and ensuring
effective implementation of the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014 would
improve vendors’ legal security.

6.2 Expanding Financial Inclusion

Although a majority of vendors possess bank accounts, a considerable proportion remains outside the formal financial system.
Financial institutions should introduce simplified banking services, collateral-free microcredit, and financial literacy programmes
specifically designed for informal workers. Greater access to affordable credit would reduce dependence on informal moneylenders
and enhance business sustainability.

6.3 Provision of Vendor Identity Cards

Only 22.8% of respondents possess vendor identity cards, indicating inadequate institutional recognition. Local authorities should
accelerate the issuance of identity cards to facilitate access to welfare schemes, institutional finance, and legal protection from
arbitrary eviction.

6.4 Development of Basic Infrastructure

Many street vendors operate in locations lacking essential infrastructure such as drinking water, sanitation facilities, waste disposal
systems, lighting, storage facilities, and designated vending spaces. Investment in these facilities would improve both vendors’
working conditions and consumer convenience. The questionnaire used in this study also identifies sanitation, lighting, weather
exposure, and vending space as

6.5 Improving Awareness of Government Schemes

The survey instrument includes several welfare programmes such as PM SVANidhi, MUDRA Loans, e-SHRAM, and other social
protection initiatives, highlighting their relevance to street vendors. Awareness campaigns conducted through municipalities, banks,
and self-help groups could substantially improve programme participation and livelihood security.

6.6 Capacity Building and Skill Development

Training programmes on business management, digital payments, bookkeeping, customer relations, marketing, and financial
planning would improve entrepreneurial capacity. Such initiatives would enable vendors to increase productivity, enhance income
stability, and adapt to changing market conditions.

6.7 Inclusive Urban Governance

Municipal authorities should adopt participatory planning approaches by involving vendor associations in decisions regarding

vending zones, infrastructure development, and market management. Collaborative governance can reduce conflicts while
improving compliance with urban regulations.

7. CONCLUSION

Street vending remains one of the most important livelihood strategies within the informal economy of Paramathi Velur Taluk. The
empirical evidence from 355 street vendors demonstrates that the sector provides employment opportunities to economically
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vulnerable households, particularly women and individuals with limited educational attainment. At the same time, livelihood
security is constrained by institutional exclusion, inadequate infrastructure, and limited access to formal support systems.

The study identifies several socio-economic determinants of livelihood security. Educational attainment influences access to
information and business management practices, while financial inclusion contributes to savings and business resilience.
Registration status and possession of vendor identity cards emerge as critical institutional factors because they determine access to
legal protection and government welfare programmes. The predominance of vegetable and food vendors further highlights the
sector’s contribution to local food systems and consumer welfare.

From the perspective of the Sustainable Livelihood Framework, livelihood security depends on the interaction of human, financial,
physical, social, and institutional capital. Strengthening these dimensions through supportive public policies can improve both the
economic resilience of vendors and the efficiency of local markets.

The findings contribute to the growing literature on informal employment by providing empirical evidence from a semi-urban region
that has received limited scholarly attention. They also offer practical guidance for policymakers seeking to promote inclusive urban
development and sustainable livelihoods. Future research may extend this work by comparing multiple districts, employing

longitudinal data, or examining the impact of digital technologies and social protection programmes on the livelihoods of street
vendors.

REFERENCES

[1] Banerjee, A. V., & Duflo, E. (2011). Poor economics: A radical rethinking of the way to fight global poverty. PublicAffairs.
[2] Bhowmik, S. K. (2005). Street vendors in Asia: A review. Economic and Political Weekly, 40(22-23), 2256-2264.

[3] Bhowmik, S. K. (2010). Street vendors in the global urban economy. Routledge.

[4] Bhowmik, S. K. (2012). Street vendors in the global urban economy. Routledge.

[5] Bhowmik, S. K., & Saha, D. (2012). Street vending in ten cities in India. Economic and Political Weekly, 47(8), 25-35.

[6] Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative Research in Psychology, 3(2), 77-101.

https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp0630ahttps://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp063 0ahttps://doi.org/10.1191/147808870
6gp0630a

[7] Chen, M. A. (2012). The informal economy: Definitions, theories and policies. WIEGO.

[8] Chen, M. A. (2016). The informal economy: Recent trends, future directions. New Solutions, 26(2), 155-172.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1048291116652613

[9] Cross, J. C. (1998). Informal politics: Street vendors and the state in Mexico City. Stanford University Press.

[10] Cross, J. C., & Morales, A. (Eds.). (2007). Street entrepreneurs: People, place and politics in local and global perspective.
Routledge.

[11] Department for International Development. (1999). Sustainable livelihoods guidance sheets. DFID.

[12] Government of India. (2014). The Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014.
Ministry of Law and Justice.

[13] International Labour Organization. (2018). Women and men in the informal economy: A statistical picture (3rd ed.). ILO.
[14] International Labour Organization. (2023). World employment and social outlook: Trends 2023. ILO.

[15] Kusakabe, K. (2010). Street vendors in Phnom Penh: Gender, livelihoods and policy environment. International Journal of
Sociology and Social Policy, 30(1-2), 85-100.

[16] Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. (2019). Operational guidelines for implementation of the Street Vendors (Protection
of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014. Government of India.

© 2026, IJARIIT - All rights reserved. Website: www.ijariit.com Talk to Counselor: 9056222273  Page: 87


http://www.ijariit.com/
https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp063oa
https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp063oa

[17] National Statistical Office. (2021). Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2020-2021. Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation.

[18] Planning Commission. (2008). Report of the National Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganised Sector. Government of
India.

[19] Roever, S. (2014). Informal economy monitoring study sector report: Street vendors. WIEGO.

[20] Roever, S., & Skinner, C. (2016). Street vendors and cities. Environment and Urbanization, 28(2), 359-374.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0956247816653898

[21] Self Employed Women's Association. (2016). Street Vendors Act implementation status report. SEWA.
[22] Skinner, C. (2008). Street trade in Africa: A review. WIEGO Working Paper No. 5.

[23] Tamil Nadu Directorate of Economics and Statistics. (2023). Statistical handbook of Tamil Nadu 2022-2023. Government of
Tamil Nadu.

[24] United Nations Development Programme. (2022). Human development report 2021/2022. UNDP.
[25] World Bank. (2022). World development report 2022: Finance for an equitable recovery. World Bank.

[26] Yunus, M. (2007). Creating a world without poverty: Social business and the future of capitalism. PublicAffairs.

© 2026, IJARIIT - All rights reserved. Website: www.ijariit.com Talk to Counselor: 9056222273  Page: 88


http://www.ijariit.com/

